Atrioventricular nodal reentry in the Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome.
Wolff, Parkinson, and White, in their initial description of the syndrome that bears their names, emphasized the association of tachycardias with the electrocardiographic abnormality. Subsequent investigations have identified, both anatomically and electrophysiologically, that dual pathways of atrioventricular (AV) conduction exist. Furthermore, experimental and clinical evidence has stressed that the mechanism of tachycardia production in the syndrome appears to reentry utilizing these dual pathways. However, recent studies have emphasized that other mechanisms of tachycardia production may be responsible for the arrhythmias seen in this syndrome. The present report identifies that AV nodal reentry may be the sole mechanism for tachycardia induction in the Wolff-Parkinson-White (WPW) syndrome. This finding may be of great clinical significance in light of the availability of surgical therapy for WPW patients with intractable arrhythmias.